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signal triumph of English liberalism upon the continent of Europe, as the success of Bismarck has been its most important defeat. Yet as all histories of modem Russia should begin with Peter the Great, so the epic of the Risorgivwito opens with Napoleon. He made the Revolution a vital thing in Italy,. and without a revolutionary party Italian unity would never feave been achieved. For a brief period all Italy was gathered under his sway, administered on French principles and ruled by French law. It was he who revived the military spirit of the Italian race, gave them a new hope, a new energy, a fresh standard of what a government might do and be. Many of his closest relations, including his mother and Lucien, the most talented of his brothers, made Italy their home after the catastrophe of the Empire and earned the admiration and respect of their neighbours. It became a tradition of the House of Bonaparte to be on the liberal side of Italian politics and to forward the political emancipation of Italy, an end believed to have been among the dherished projects of the great Emperor. Jules Favre, defending Orsini in 1858, argued that the Italian patriot had spent his life in efforts to achieve the grand purpose which had inspired Napoleon I, and which Napoleon III himself had pursued in his own generous and enthusiastic youth: and thenceforward the Emperor' became like a man seeking to lay the unquiet ghost of an ancestor.
The new kingdom of Italy owes much of the spirit and form of its local administration to Napoleonic models. Italy has the commune, enjoying, like its French prototype, functions and powers unrelated to differences of size and importance. The syndic of the Italian commune corresponds to the French mayor, and was also until recent times the nominee of the national Government. Fifty-nine provinces, artificial and vnhistorical as the French departments, are ruled by prefects, assisted by small provincial councils or juntas of six; and the prefect, who is appointed by the Government, is, as in France, both an administrative officer and an instrument for the execution of political pressure. This system, borrowed from the French in the first difficulties of national fusion, was intended to check the recrudescence of that provincial spirit
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